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must be the very dupli- 
cate of the animal in the 
natural posture which 
the taxidermist desires 
to give it when finally 
consigned to its case or 
to a place in the exhibi- 
tion hall. It is an 
extraordinary operation 
to see the prepared skin 
of an eighteen-foot 
giraffe slipped over its 
manikin; it fits like a 
perfectly fitting glove 
and it would puzzle one 
to find the original in- 
cision after it is sewed 
up. The big, white 
"Rhino" in the Roosevelt 
collection at Washington 
is a marvel of skill and 
probably one of the 
most masterly pieces of 
taxidermy in the entire 
world. There are a 
dozen or more such 
groups there, and it is 
worth a trip around the 
world to see and study 
them. They can only 
be compared with the 
remarkable collection of 
mounted birds from all 
parts of the world in the same institution ; and when 
I say this, I refer especially to those preserved 




recognition, and at this 
in the same case. 



and mounted by the un- 
equalled skill of Mr. 
Nelson R. Wood. 

From what has been 
set forth, then, in the 
present paper, it would 
appear that, in so far 
as modern taxidermy is 
concerned, it has, within 
the last century, passed 
entirely out of the realm 
of mere trade, squarely 
into the sphere of art. 
It demands, too, in some 
of its numerous depart- 
ments, scientific knowl- 
edge of a very high 
order. Well do I re- 
member the entire evo- 
lution of photography, 
as it passed from very 
simple requirements on 
the part of its votaries 
into an art of the high- 
est class and of the most 
supreme importance in 
every department of 
human activity! For a 
long time many disputed 
its right to be so classi- 
fied; but its astounding 
advances compelled final 
writing taxidermy stands 

Robert W. Shufeldt 



ON AN IMAGE OF THE MADONNA 



Still eloquent your eyes, though years have flown, 
Long centuries of days, of weeks, of years, . 
Through which they have looked down on an- 
guish, tears, 

On sorrow offered to their gaze alone. 



If it be true that miracles there are, 

Stretch forth your hands and bless me where I 
kneel ; 

For one, slow moment let the shadows steal 
From your great wings about me: I am far 



Still eloquent — with tenderness benign; 
They are as soft, as beautiful, as deep 
As are a child's new wakened from its sleep, 

Your serious, sweet eyes that fathom mine. 



From comfort, from the pity of soft hands; 

The roughest way is where my feet must tread: 
Ah, let me in the heavy days be led 

By vision of this quiet spot where stands 



Your gracious form, beneficent, humane: 
Let me remember that this lonely place 
First gave me glimpse of Heaven through your 
face, 
And God's great purpose was at last made plain. 

Florence C. White 



